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A   TURKISH   LETTER   CONCERNING  THE
DIVERTISSEMENT  <LES   HOTJRTS.31

(Translated l>y Our Own Dragoman.}

HADJI  HEE&  TO  HADJI  THAIB.

s% A.H. 1222.
ADJI THAIR, thou friend of my youth.
Long had I been in this miserable city of
the Giaours, before I could discover that
there was any place to which the faithful
could resort to the comfort of their souls
and the praise of the great Prophet. Yea,
the sound of the muffcfs voice was not
heard from the minaret, the cupola of the mosque did not present
itself to the thirsting eye of the Mussulman, and at the corner of
every street were vast palaces called the palaces of Djin, where the
forbidden liquor and other liquors even more abominable were sold
to the infidels. The atmosphere of the whole city was a stench
in the nostrils of the faithful, and my soul was cast down.
But ALLAH is great, and Mahomet is his prophet. I have
found refreshment for my soul, I have discovered the green place
in the desert, where the faithful may water the camels of their
hearts and eat the dates of consolation. For after sunset
yesterday I was taken to a splendid palace, called the Hop-Rah,
and then did I see the doctrines of the Prophet set forth in a
most sublime fashion. Yea, the truth of the Koran was realised,
and would that the venerable Imaum Big-Phul, who instructed
both me and thee, friend of nry youth, in our infancy, had been
present. He would have stroked his white beard with delight,
and privily murmured Allah Bismilla.
This Hop-rah belongs to the powerful Ameer, whom they call
Ben Lomli, and who endeavoureth to instil into hearts of the
perverse Giaours a few drops of the only true doctrine. Oh I a
faithful Mussulman must he be, for it is said that, once, when he
was told the Hop-rah was full of guests, he exclaimed, 'Then
great is the Prophet/ By a living picture had he shown the
blessed effects of abstaining from the forbidden liquor, and woe
to the Giaours if their hearts now remained unchanged. For he
1 [May 13, 1843.]